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With the successful completion of an AED (automated 
external defibrillator) drill simulating a cardiac 
emergency on November 22, Chatham Charter 
qualified to become the third school in the state to earn 
the designation of a Project Adam Heart Safe School. 

School Nurse Dawn Murphy led the effort over the 
past year to complete a comprehensive plan that is an 
essential part of the initiative. She conducted a special 
training session during a November faculty meeting. 
Chatham Charter has nearly 30 staff members and 
athletic coaches trained in CPR/first aid. The campus 
has six AEDs spread across its buildings and athletic 
facilities in an effort to be as prepared as possible in the 
event of a cardiac emergency.  

Students, staff, family members, and alumni enjoyed 
the 25th anniversary celebration ending with 
fireworks that community members also were able to 
see from miles away. 
 
Over 30 active duty military personnel and veterans 
participated in Chatham Charter’s annual K-12 
Veterans Event. Volunteers lined the campus 
driveway with over 280 American flags that week. 
 
During a November food drive, students, families, 
and staff donated 6,203 nonperishable food items that 
were given to the West Chatham Food Pantry. 
 
The K-8 Turkey Trot returned on November 18 and 
energized the campus thanks to enthusiastic 
participants and supportive volunteers. Area 
businesses funded the prizes. 
 
Nearly one quarter of Chatham Charter’s high school 
students competed in DECA district marketing events 
on December 1. Twelve earned honors. The chapter 
will compete at the state level in February. 

All fall sports earned playoff berths. Cross Country, 
Golf, and Women’s Tennis, advanced to North 
Carolina High School Athletic Association 1A state 
championship games/matches. 
 
Fall sports honors included 17 All-Conference athletes, 
two Conference Player of the Year awards, and three 
Conference Coach of the Year awards. 

Incredible Level of  
Fall Sports Achievement 

 

Other Fall Successes 

Third School in the State to Earn 
Project Adam Heart Safe School 

Designation 

As we began this school year, resetting and 
revitalizing were two words we chose to use as focal 
points in finding a new normal. Even as we weather 
continued effects of the pandemic, our students are 
achieving academically and having success in co- and 
extra-curricular activities.  
 
This edition of Knightsbridge celebrates the present 
accomplishments of the school; reflects on the 
foundations our school is built on; and shares the 
vision for the next phase in the life of Chatham 
Charter.  
 
It is an exciting time as we continue to expand the 
vision for Chatham Charter to not only “thrive at 25” 
but to be even better in the years to come. 
 
Regards, 

Dr. John A. Eldridge, Head of School 
 

A Message from Dr. Eldridge 
Chatham Charter DECA is excited to announce the 
opening of Castle Café. Conceived as an idea during 
class discussion by Mrs. Wood’s Sports and 
Entertainment Marketing class as a way to raise 
money for DECA, Castle Café will also create real-
world job and training experiences for students. 
Students will help in all areas of retail and restaurant 
management including planning, budgeting, menu 
development, staffing, and customer service.  
 
Castle Café is a coffee shop that will offer beverages 
including lattes, hot teas, and assorted bottled 
beverages as well as pre-packaged muffins and other 
delicacies. The café will be located in the gym’s 
concession stand where customers will be able to 
order, pay and pick-up at the windows. Stay tuned for 
more information ahead of the February 1st opening. 
 

Something New:  
Marketing & DECA Students  
Plan Opening of Castle Café 
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A Solid Foundation and a Bright Future 
 

As Chatham Charter School celebrates the 25th anniversary of its 
charter application, exciting developments are on the horizon. By 
creating a conglomeration of partner schools, Chatham Charter will 
be able to expand its resources in the years to come. 

In 1996 the submission of an application to create the first 
charter school in Chatham County led to Chatham 
Charter School becoming one of the first 100 charter 
schools in the State of North Carolina. After starting with 
a K-8 student enrollment of 126 in 1997, the school 
gradually grew to over 560 by 2016 after the 2013 high 
school expansion. Over the course of the school’s first 20 
years, multiple additions to the campus allowed the 
school to accommodate the growth. They included extra 
classroom space, the first air-conditioned school gym in 
the county, and increased outdoor athletic facilities.  

Dr. Eldridge had a goal when he came to Chatham 
Charter 10 years ago for the school to become a state 
and national model of a successful charter school. In 
February of 2020, just weeks before the pandemic 
shutdown, state education officials asked Dr. Eldridge to 
consider replicating Chatham Charter’s high school 
academic program by applying to create a second school 
in another county. He agreed and assembled a team of 
veteran educators and interested community members to 
go through the approval process.   
 
Central Carolina Academy was approved by the State 
Board of Education in April of 2021 and will open in 
August of 2022 for students in grades 6-10. In 
subsequent years the student body will grow to include 
eleventh and twelfth grades. The total targeted 
enrollment at full capacity in its fourth year will be 664 
students. The school will be located at 1801 Douglas 
Drive in Sanford (Lee County). 
 
Like Chatham Charter, Central Carolina Academy will 
have a rigorous academic program within a traditional 
middle and high school setting that includes clubs, sports 
and other student organizations. Maximizing the NC 
Career and College Promise will allow upperclassmen to 
earn college transfer credits as well as professional 
credentials in skilled workforce areas. Business 
partnerships and internships will be key components of a 
well-rounded Central Carolina Academy experience.  
 
A school serving middle and high school is a unique 
configuration in the Lee County area that will allow 
Central Carolina Academy to instill a consistent set of 
skills that support academic, personal, and professional 
success from sixth grade through high school 
graduation. In addition, Central Carolina Academy will 
be smaller than middle and high schools in Lee County 
Schools, having a maximum of 88 students in each 
middle school grade and a maximum of 100 students in 
each high school grade. Greg Batten, who has served as 
a middle school curriculum administrator at Chatham 
Charter for the first half of the year, will be the lead 
administrator at Central Carolina Academy. 
 
The Central Carolina Academy student application for 
the lottery is open until 5:00pm on February 15.  
 
School website: CentralCarolinaAcademy.org 

The family atmosphere that has been a hallmark of 
Chatham Charter still exists today. Parental involvement 
is strong and supportive. Good attendance at athletics and 
special events like Knights Family Weekend increase 
school spirit and keep families connected to the school.  
 
Over 70 employees serve students in kindergarten through 
12th grade. The school has had six graduating classes and 
now has alumni enjoying successes at the collegiate level, 
in the workforce, and in the military. 
 
The School Improvement Team is leading the charge to 
implement programs from the Southern Regional 
Education Board to ensure there are systems in place for a 
consistent approach to standards-based education. This 
will be an initiative spanning 3rd through 12th grades.  
 
A new academic tutoring program started in August to 
support students in overcoming academic deficiencies. 
Additional federal funding is covering its costs. 
 

Thrive at 25:  
The Present at Chatham Charter 

A Replication School: Vision to Reality Reflecting on School History  

As Chatham Charter partners with a new school 
(described in the next column), staff and students will have 
expanded opportunities including combined professional 
development, more subject area colleagues with whom 
to collaborate, and hopefully expanded academic and 
internship experiences with a partner school in Lee 
County. 
 
Administration is in the process of shifting some of the 
staffing structure to meet the needs of the next phase in 
the life of the school. Below are January changes. 
 

Tom Griffin – Secondary Administrator 
Jackie Siler – High School Administrative Assistant 
Beth McCullough – Communications and Collegiate Partnerships  
 

Building a Bright Future  



	  

	   3	  

Kindergarten students highlighted community helpers by choosing a variety of workers to dress as when they 
studied the letter C. High school student Grace Trogdon, who is a junior firefighter, later taught them about fire 
safety. 
 
Second grade students participated in a pumpkin decorating contest where they painted pumpkins to represent their 
favorite book/movie character and created a poster to describe their pumpkin. The pumpkins were displayed in the 
library and both second grade classes voted for their favorite.  
 
Fourth grade went on a virtual field trip to Katmai National Park in Alaska to take part in researching and voting 
during Fat Bear Week 2021.  
 
Fifth grade sponsored a Colonial Day during which students depicted various aspects of period life about which 
they researched and gave presentations for guests. 
 
Sixth grade Social Studies students participated in debate teams where they challenged themselves to build 
arguments on ancient inventions that have had the greatest impact on modern society.  Through a process of 
elimination, students voted on the teams that had the best arguments. The resulting winners faced off in a final 
debate. 

Seventh and eighth grade Social Studies students took virtual field trips to the Palace at Versailles (7th grade) as 
they studied the French Revolution and Salem, Massachusetts (8th grade) while studying the thirteen original 
colonies. 
 
Middle and high school Bands performed for two fall campus events and two holiday events at area 
towns/communities in addition to hosting a holiday concert. 
 
A team of Spanish III students earned an excellent rating for its research paper and presentation in the 7th Annual 
Learning Through Languages High School Research Symposium sponsored jointly by UNC and Duke.  
 
Biology students conducted a naked egg lab where they created shell-less eggs to simulate cells. Then they placed 
the eggs in various solutions and examined how their “cells” responded to different environments. 
 
Art II students presented “Art and Influences from Cultures from Around the World” featuring various foods, art, 
dance, and traditions from specific regions of their choosing. Alumnus Caleb McLaurin (Class of 2017) was a guest 
artist and speaker for Art I, II, III, and IV. 
 
Civics and Economics students completed a comprehensive final project to end the semester that focused on a 
single issue they would like to see changed or improved in their local community or at Chatham Charter. 
 
In elementary Music during the second grading period, kindergarten through third grade students explored the 
music and dance of Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker. Highlights included learning about the celesta from “Dance of the 
Sugar Plum Fairy,” the musical form of “Russian Dance,” the melodic range heard in “Chinese Dance,” and the 
steady beat of “March.” Fourth and fifth grade students enjoyed a “get to know the recorder” unit. They will be 
spending some more focused time with those later in the spring.  
 

First Semester Curriculum Highlights 
 

 
	  

PTSA Chicken Tender Fundraiser 
 

The PTSA will sponsor a chicken tender fundraising 
event on Friday, April 8. All proceeds will be used to 

create an outdoor commons area for the school. 

Updates from School Support Organizations 
 

Athletic Boosters 
 

To raise fundraisers the Athletic Boosters held a fall 
apparel sale, operate the concession stand during games, 

and on May 7 will hold its annual spring golf tournament. 



	  

	   4	  

	  

	  

Looking Ahead 

Knightsbridge newsletter, January 2022 
 
Chatham Charter School 
2200 Hamp Stone Road 
P.O. Box 245 
Siler City, NC  27344 

Check the school website frequently and 
follow Chatham Charter on social media. 

Facebook: Chatham Charter School 

Instagram: @ChathamCharterSchool 

Twitter: @ChathamCharter 

Stay Updated on School News 
 

February 14 Middle and high school spring sports begin 

March 10 Elementary Spring Sing 
 
March 30 Deadline to order yearbooks 
 
Date TBD Homecoming during a home varsity baseball game 
 
April 30  Junior/Senior Prom 


